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As we approach the end of a very busy term, we have lots to celebrate! 
We are incredibly proud of the wonderful accomplishments our 
students have achieved this term and the commitment they have 

shown to the College.

This half term our students have participated in lots of really exciting activities. 
Many of the events they have taken part in demonstrate the kindness and 
willingness of our students to want to help others. Our annual Charity Day in 
October raised over £3000 to support VA32. This event really was a coming 
together of all our students across all ages.

“Being the best you can be is rewarding”
We have also launched our ‘Gold Standard’ which is a new reward 
programme initially for Year 7 and will be rolled out across the college in the 
Spring Term. This, along with our other rewards initiatives, are proving to be 
popular with our students.

Our College refurbishment programme is now well underway! Our next 
phase of work is to design a brand new area for our Sixth Form which we 
will be completed by April 2020.  

I hope you enjoy reading about some the wonderful activities our students 
have taken part in and can join us in celebrating their successes. We have 
got so many fantastic students whose commitment and contribution to the 
college is outstanding. All of the students are a credit to us and we thank 
them for the part they have played this term.

Thank you all for your support this half term. I wish you all a restful and 
enjoyable Christmas break.

Mrs C. Aitcheson
Principal

WELCOME

countesthorpeleysland countesleys clcc.college

Science Club Making New Discoveries
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Have you wondered what it’s like to join our Sixth Form? Here Lucy in Year 13 tells us about her experiences.

“The Sixth Form experience at CLCC has helped me gain essential skills for my future career, such as time management 
and independent study techniques. 

A-levels are not easy and require hard work, but with patience and support from all the teachers and staff, I believe I have 
flourished as a person and my academic abilities have improved. 

CLCC has a dedicated space for Sixth form students. This area allows students to develop independent study skills. I feel 
that this has especially helped me to widen my research techniques and collaborative working skills.

Additionally, small class sizes allow more support from teachers other Sixth forms cannot offer, as well as  an interconnected 
community feel between CLCC Sixth Form students. 

I feel confident moving onto my next step in life with the building blocks I have formed during my Countesthorpe experience.”

Lucy
Sixth Former

Sixth Form Life
As you may know students and staff at the College share success with each other in a variety of ways.

From merits to postcards to early lunches, free cookies and ‘jump the queue’ tokens.

Mr. Fox is now also organising a ‘Gold Standard’ reward scheme which is being tested by our Year 7 students 
who have 100% attendance and no behaviour points.

These students are then invited to take part in extra special lunchtime activities from watching television to 
playing Xbox games with each other.

Well done to all who have made the gold standard. We are really proud of you. 

Mr Z. Fox
Head of Spencer House
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At the end of last half term we held our annual CLCC charity day

We support the same charity each year.  VA32 work in South Africa in 
a township called Chintsa and money raised in the past has funded 
a nursery, swimming lessons and the ‘big green e-machine’ bringing 
online access to villagers.

This year we raised an amazing £3048.80.

A huge thank you to everyone who organised events or who joined in 
with events on the Friday afternoon. Students also came dressed in 
non-school uniform for the day and paid their £1 contribution to do so.

The money raised will change people’s lives.

Children in Need

During November “Children in Need” day was supported at CLCC too. 

At lunchtime on Friday 15th November a cake sale was held in aid of 
Children in Need in the CLCC library.

Staff and students made an amazing range of cakes and also then 
bought cakes leading to a total of £88 being raised.

A huge achievement on top of the Charity events held earlier in the 
term.

Well done and thank you to all who helped make or eat the cakes.

Christmas Jumper Day for LOROS

On Friday 13th December our students had a “Christmas Jumper” day 
to raise money for LOROS, our local hospice.

Many students have a personal connection with LOROS, so it seemed 
fitting that they chose to raise money for this worthwhile local charity.

Swapping their usual school sweater for a Christmas themed Jumper, 
students were asked to donate £1 to this excellent organisation.

Our students and staff have raised over £300 - great work everyone!

Supporting Our Local Community

As you will have probably read in the local press and online, a family 
in our school community lost everything in a house fire.

Students and staff in our school wanted to support the family 
through this difficult time, and together have donated items to help 
them rebuild their home.

Items such as kitchenware, clothes, furniture, appliances, food and 
toys were donated by members of our school community. Staff also 
collected £185 for the family.

The family would like to extend their thanks to everyone who has 
helped to support them through this difficult period; it has meant a 
huge amount to them.

MIND TO BE KIND
CHARITY WORK
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On the 22nd November the college held its annual Careers & 
Enterprise Day to great success!  Students from all year groups took 
part in activities aimed to advance their Careers knowledge and 
skills, as the college welcomed over 25 outside employers to interact 
with the year groups throughout the day.

Years 7 and 8 learnt about how the skills they have, plus ones we 
developed on the day can help them become the Entrepreneurs 
of the future.  Year 8 students implemented a production line to 
develop a paper product and bring it to market!

The Year 9 students had a fantastic experience where they chose 
four talks from eighteen employer possibilities and had a half an 
hour talk about that particular career.  Students particularly the 
Armed Forces, Law, Engineering and Medicine talks, feeding back 
that they got a big insight into those areas that they didn’t have a lot 
of knowledge about.

Year 10 students visited the World Skills LIVE event in Birmingham, 
the biggest careers showcase in Europe for schools and hugely 
enjoyed the day.  Over one thousand different types of careers were 
on show and the exposure to this level of opportunities is a fabulous 
experience for the students.

Year 11 students concentrated on options available after their 
GCSE’s and spent time completing their applications to colleges.

The Year 12 students took a trip to De Montfort University to take 
part in a University Experience Day.  The students absolutely loved 
this day and found the information they received from the university 
first hand helped to guide them in their options post A-Level study.

Finally, our year 13 students took part in our Lions’ Lair event.  
Students worked in groups to come up with a product, perform 
market research and develop a pitch to present to our judging panel 
of local employers.  The competition was fierce and all students 
presented fantastically in the theatre to the judging panel, with 
the winning team of Ava Coltman, Lucy Smith, Molly Sykes and Joe 
Patterson taking home the prize of Lacoste trainers donated by the 
visiting company Pentland

The visiting employers would like to pass on their praise to our 
students and commented on how engaged they were in all activities.  
The event once again proved to fantastic day of learning about local 
and national careers, well done to all who took part!

Mr C. Holmes
Careers Coordinator

CAREERS &
ENTERPRISE DAYS
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A New Course for Sixth Form Students

offering amazing opportunities 
BRAND NEW

SCIENCE

Level 3 Applied Science has been added to the Sixth Form 
curriculum and there are currently 7 students taking part in 
this brand new and inspiring course. During the two years, we 
tackle two exams; one theory and next year the other based 
on practical methods. For our exam in January, we have learnt 
Biology topics on cell structure and how neurons work, in 
Physics we have studied different types of waves and their 
applications and in Chemistry we are currently studying the 
different types of bonding between atoms and will study the 
periodic table in more detail over the next couple of weeks.  
There are also two course work components where we 
will perform a range of chemistry practicals to develop our 
experimental skills.

We chose to study BTEC Applied Science for many reasons, 
but one of them is our future career aspirations and the how 
this qualification will enable us to access many university 
degrees including work in education, forensic science, nursing 
and midwifery. The course is helping us develop skills that we 
can use in the future, including referencing, practical work, 
exam preparation, independent study and group work. We 
feel this course fits well with our other course as rather than 
condensing two years of information into exams at the end of 
the course we study a module and get assessed straight away 
and then move on to the next assessment. 

We are all thoroughly enjoying the course and encourage 
the current Year 11 to join the course next year because the 
staff are so supportive, the course is really enjoyable and the 
qualification opens up so many doors for a future career in 
almost anything and everything. Overall, studying the BTEC 
Applied Science was the best decision we have made and we 
are enjoying the course and would recommend to anyone 
interested.

Joseph, Elise & Lydia 
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Last month, a number of CLCC students acquired some invaluable 
life skills that may prove extremely useful in their future and could 
potentially save a life.

As part of the College’s ‘Personal Development Programme’, in which 
students acquire skills and knowledge relating to health, citizenship 
and other areas not strictly aligned to academic courses, three groups 
of GCSE and A-Level students took part in first aid workshops led by 
the St. John Ambulance. 

A group of Year 12 and 13 students took part in a 3 hour intensive 
course, in which they learnt how to perform some basic first aid 
relating to bleeding, choking and unconsciousness. They also used 
adult and baby training mannequins to learn how to administer chest 
compressions and artificial ventilation as part of Cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation (CPR).

The afternoon involved taster sessions for Year 11 students, which 
focused on placing patients into the recovery position and learning 
how to respond to heavy bleeding. 

In our competitive labour market, it’s advantageous for young people to 
gain experience in a range of enrichment activities. Opportunities like 
this help our students to acquire transferable skills that will enhance 
their CVs and applications to colleges, universities or employment 
positions. More importantly, though we hope they will never need to 
use them, it’s great to know that our students now have some amazing 
skills to potentially save lives.

Student feedback was very favourable, with some referring to knowing 
what to do in difficult situations and enjoying the opportunity to 
use a defibrillator, while one added that she is now inspired to be a 
Paramedic or Nurse in the future. 

A special thank you goes to Stephen Pullinger of the St. John Ambulance 
Service, who travelled from Lincolnshire to deliver informative and 
enjoyable sessions. With over 40 years’ experience as a first aider, 
including 15 as a trainer, Stephen was extremely knowledgeable and 
helpful and got everyone involved. 

Mr D. Rushin
Head of Sociology

SIXTH FORM
LIFE SAVERS
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Over the last nine weeks our Year 8 students have been designing blankets for the cats and dogs at the RSPCA. They 
have really enjoyed the challenge and have really got behind the project.

When the blankets were finished we took two  trips to the RSPCA to deliver the blankets. The students were so exciting 
and well behaved. Kate, from the RSPCA, gave us a guided tour of their facility. On the first visit there were quite a few 
that needed adopting but when we went the second time a lot had gone to their forever homes, which was so lovely 
to see.

We are so proud of the way our Year 8 students have continually worked hard for the last nine weeks, creating these 
amazing blankets for a well deserved organisation.

Mrs Ward and Mrs Denston
Textiles Department

RSPCA Visit

MATHLETICS
COMPETITION

Maths Challenge – Senior Challenge

We had 21 year 12 and 13 students achieve a bronze, silver or gold certificate in the very difficult, senior 
maths challenge.

The Senior challenge is a test taken at CLCC similar to an exam. The scripts are marked and the results 
are sent back to us.

Special recognition goes to Philip Brown who got the best result for year 12 and to Harry Kemp who got 
the best result in the school and qualified for the senior kangaroo challenge.

Well done to everybody that took part.

Ms C. Jackson
Maths Teacher

UKMT Team Maths Challenge

The UKMT Team Maths Challenge took place at Leicester Grammar School on the 11th November 2019. 
Four of our top A-Level Mathematicians; Harry Kemp, Lewis Moore, Freya Harris and Philip Brown were 
selected to compete and were a real credit to our college. Fifteen comprehensive schools, independent 
schools and further institutions took part and provided a real sense of fun and excitement. 

Our students also attended an after-school session in preparation for the event. The competition had 
3 rounds; a group round, a cross-number puzzle  Their hard-work and effort placed them 7th out of all 
these institutions which, considering the level of competition, is a high achievement.

Mr S. Barford
Maths Teacher
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CREST is a nationally recognised scheme for student-led project 
work in the STEM subjects (science, technology, engineering and 
maths). The scheme inspires young people to think and behave like 
scientists and engineers.

A group of 30 Year 8 students recently took part in the Discovery 
level which is also known as “CREST in a day”. Students typically 
aged 10-14 work in small teams to complete the project over five 
hours and present their work at the end of the day. All students 
have a role in the project, putting communication, teamwork and 
project management skills into action!

During the project, they use a CREST Discovery passport to record 
and reflect on their work.  Afterwards, students communicate their 
findings as a group presentation.

The students worked really hard throughout the day, taking on the 
renewable energy STEM challenge where pupils designed and built 
a simple wind turbine.  This was a practical challenge for pupils 
focusing on renewable energy. Pupils enthusiastically designed 
and built wind powered machines from simple everyday resources 
that can lift a cup filled with coins off the floor.  This was a tough 
challenge but one all students completed with great success.  Each 
student will receive their Crest Discovery Award.

Feedback from students was very favourable:

“At first we failed but we decided to step up our game and found a better 
way of solving the problem”

“We worked together as a team helping each other to find a solution and 
succeed”

“I don’t have a bad word to say about the day, it was brilliant”

Ms K. Wakeling
Science

CREST 
AWARDS
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Top Merit  Achievers

BRUNEL
Lydia 
239 Merit Points
Autumn Term 2 2019

HAWKINS
Nathaniel 
217 Merit Points
Autumn Term 2 2019

LAWRENCE
Grace
221 Merit Points
Autumn Term 2 2019

SPENCER
Lily
221 Merit Points
Autumn Term 2 2019

TURING
Leah
278 Merit Points
Autumn Term 2 2019

WILBERFORCE
Amelie
268 Merit Points
Autumn Term 2 2019

Do the right thing, in the right place at the right time. It is a simple enough idea, and it is what we expect. We 
made a decision that students who do this every day deserve to be recognised. Teachers award merits based on 
punctuality, attendance and completing quality work. Additional merits can be given at the teacher’s discretion for 
outstanding work or effort, or showing kindness, consideration, empathy and initiative.

Students are awarded Bronze, Silver and Gold certificates for earning merits, but we thought a special “shout out” 
to the top merit earners in each House was in order!

The Drama Department were invited to attend a performance by the Royal School of Speech and Drama at the Curve 
Theatre on 28th November 2019.  Students from Year 10 and 11 enjoyed this powerful interpretation.

Her land invaded. Her throne usurped. Her family abused. Boudica will fight. 

AD 60. Britain is the latest conquest of the sprawling Roman Empire. Queen Boudica intends to rise up against the foreign 
power, but the native tribes are at each other’s throats. Can a fragile coalition of warlords beat back the power of Rome? 
And what will be lost if they can’t?

Premiered at the Globe in 2017, Tristan Bernays reimagines the Shakespeare history play as a female-driven epic narrative 
of scope and spectacle, asking who lives on this cold island on the fringes of Europe, and who we could be.
Comments from Year 11:

Jude – It was a great performance and has given me many ideas for my component 2 exam – especially lighting effects
Seren – Really enjoyable performance, it was really inspiring to see University students not a lot older than us putting on such an 
incredible performance
Jess – Really fun night out and I thoroughly enjoyed watching the play. I loved the use of lighting and the choice of costume and 
sound.
Millie – I thought it was a really intense and shocking performance that gave me a lot of ideas for my performance exams. I really 
enjoyed it.
Joanne – The performance was very inspiring and gave me lots of inspiration for Drama.
Leo  – The performance was brilliant, a roller coaster of emotions and dramatic irony. The set was effective but minimalistic and 
the sound effects matched the strange and eerie atmosphere – a thrilling watch.
Neil The performance was extremely unusual  with symbolic movements and interpretation. A very enjoyable performance.

Mrs L. Hall
Head of Drama

Take a ride with Boudica
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www.myedschoolapp.com
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