
To what extent is Countesthorpe a dormitory village? 
A big part of studying A Level Geography is developing your investigation skills. Over the course of the next two years 
you are going to become even more proficient in these skills to the point where you will fully develop and carry-out 
your own Independent Investigation which is worth 25% of your final A Level grade. The skills you will develop will be 
invaluable in whatever further study/career you decide to pursue. 

As you know in Geographical Investigation we follow a Route to Enquiry: 
1. Context and planning  
• Prepare to investigate a geographical question in the field. 
• Make and justify decisions on data collection methods. 
• Define the research question(s) that underpin the field investigation. 
• Risk assessment and ethical issues. 

Obviously this time we’ve done this bit for you! 

2. Data collection 
• Collect primary data and relevant secondary information. 

We are focusing on this part over your two induction lessons but you can of course visit Countesthorpe again and 
do further secondary research 

3. Presentation and display  
• Process the primary and secondary data/information in order to lead to effective analysis. 

Present and display the data you have collected – research different data presentation methods – choose 
appropriate methods and try to include plenty of variety 

4. Analysis and interpretation of findings 
• Interpret and analyse the data and information you have collected. 
• Describe patterns, trends and relationships and explain how these relate to wider geography. 

When you complete your Geographical Investigation you will come up with three questions that will help you to 
come to a final conclusion on the main question. You could have a go at this or at the very least explain what your 

data tells us about whether or not Countesthorpe is a dormitory settlement 

5. Conclusions 
• Synthesise findings to draw conclusions based on evidence and theoretical research. 

Make a final decision about the question – be courageous – make it clear what you think and why – don’t ‘sit on 
the fence’. 

6. Evaluation of the whole investigation 
• Critically reflect on every stage of the whole investigation in order to appreciate the strengths and 

limitations of the primary and secondary data, link to original question. 
• Note strengths and limitations (accuracy, validity and reliability) and note any anomalies. 
• Suggest improvements and further research. 

Evaluation is worth lots of marks – more than any of the other stages – make this detailed. 

Outcome 
Produce a project (1500-2000 words) which includes an introduction (context), data 
processing/analysis, a conclusion and an evaluation which fully addresses the question:  

To what extent is Countesthorpe a dormitory village? 
How you present this work is up to you – a booklet, an essay style report, a presentation, a series of 

posters … all we ask is that you show us your best work! 
 


