






Top Merit  Achievers

ATTENBOROUGH
Paige 8SGL
281 Merit Points - Spring term 2018

BRUNEL
Alexander 7SBU
393 Merit Points - Spring term 2018

HAWKINS
Charlie 8TKI
394 Merit Points - Spring term 2018

LAWRENCE
Isla 8NWI
384 Merit Points - Spring term 2018

SPENCER
Connor 8KTI
323 Merit Points - Spring term 2018

TURING
Iris 8CHA
372 Merit Points - Autumn term 2018

WILBERFORCE
Lydia 10EME
384 Merit Points - Autumn term 2018

Do the right thing, in the right place at the right time. It is a simple enough idea, and it is what we expect. We made a 
decision that students who do this every day deserve to be recognised. Teachers award merits based on punctuality, 
attendance and completing quality work. Additional Merits can be given at the teacher’s discretion for outstanding 

the top merit earners in each House was in order!

EPQ 
MARKETPLACE
WINNERS

Lucy Clayton
Most Creative
Emma Grubb

Most Engaging
Darcy Hodges

Most Informative
Josh Hawksley

Most Interesting Fact
Alice Gant
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Revision should be well under way by now. We are confident that your child is coming home and bounding up stairs 
to devote their time to endless hours of fulfilling revision. No? Well fear not, in the second of our features on revision, 
Miss Richardson has more tips to help your child be the best they can be.

MINDMAPS

Mind Mapping has helped students across the world change 
the way they make notes, improve their memory and prioritise 
information.

Why are mind maps better than just taking notes?

Writing notes in list form forces us to isolate pieces of information 
and so we don’t make connections between ideas. Linear text 
does not excite our creativity: ideas written in this way are hard to 
read, and students do not look forward to reviewing their notes.

What are the benefits of mind mapping while studying?

• They appeal to our visual senses with images, colours and curved 
branches all help our memory. Our brain responds to mind 
mapping as it replicates the natural thinking process
• Ideas are generated simply by making the mind map. The brain 
actively makes links between ideas, adds connections, puts 
thoughts in order and generates further creative ideas.

Using past papers and mark schemes

Past Papers are great because they give guideline on what to expect. Although it is unlikely that the exact same 
question will ever come up twice they do help to prepare the student for how questions are phrased.
 
Revising isn’t just about remembering facts

• Reading the question properly is essential. 
• How closely an answer responds to the question makes up a big part of the grade and is often where students lose 
marks.
• The more questions that are looked at the better, this way there are no surprises in the actual exam.
• It is important to de-construct the question, make a list of key and command words that come up. For example, in 
some subjects, students will be asked to compare, contrast, explain or evaluate.  It is essential to go into the exam 
knowing what these words mean.

There are lots of ways to make past papers useful without doing mock exams at home, for example:

• Planning answers to each question. 
• Jot down a few bullet points of what needs to be written and when. 
• Getting into the practice of planning will help a lot when it comes to sitting the actual exam.

MISS RICHARDSON’S 
REVISION CORNER

“Practising past papers are the key to success; whilst the exact same 
questions are unlikely to appear, they help you to understand how the 

questions will be phrased ”
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